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RECOGNITION OF MADISON
COUNTY ON ITS BICENTENNIAL

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 200th anniversary of Madison
County. This central Ohio county has reached
its bicentennial milestone, during which we re-
flect on the history of the region and pay trib-
ute to the proud and industrious families who
live and work in Madison County today.

On February 16, 2010, Madison County
residents celebrated two centuries of accom-
plishments, challenges, and growth. Estab-
lished in 1810, Madison County was named
after America’s fourth president, James Madi-
son and encompasses 467 square miles in
central Ohio. Whether they are members of
close-knit communities such as Mount Ster-
ling, Plain City, West Jefferson, London, Mid-
way, and South Solon, or part of the larger ag-
ricultural heritage of the surrounding home-
steads, roughly 43,000 Ohioans call Madison
County home. The county also offers a di-
verse workforce. From innovators that develop
breakthroughs in research at Battelle Labs in
West Jefferson, to the Amish farming tradition
around Plain City, residents are both forward-
thinking and grounded by their strong work
ethic.

Madison County has been one of America’s
agricultural leaders. To this day, 88% of the
land in the county is utilized for farming, rank-
ing fourth in soybean and corn production in
the state of Ohio. Because of the critical posi-
tion agriculture holds in Madison County agri-
cultural industry, it annually hosts The Ohio
State University’s Farm Science Review, one
of the largest farm exhibitions in the world.

Madison County is home to Ohio’s only nat-
ural plains, smaller versions of the Great
Plains found in the West. They are dotted by
family cemeteries of original settlers, often
studied by genealogists across the state. Nu-
merous attractions—such as the Madison
Lake State Park, Lake Choctaw, the Red Brick
Tavern, the Jonathan Alder Cabin, and Big
Darby Creek State and National Scenic
River—as well as many local parks and seg-
ments of the Prairie Grass Trail make Madison
County a great place to live, work, and visit.

For two hundred years, Madison residents
have played a vital role in the growth of cen-
tral Ohio and particularly to Ohio’s 15th Con-
gressional District. | am proud to represent the
residents of Madison County and to honor
them as they celebrate two hundred years of
history and achievement.

HONORING DR. SARAH MESSIAH

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor a tal-
ented and hardworking physician from South
Florida, Dr. Sarah Messiah.

As a member of the University of Miami's
Miller School of Medicine, Dr. Messiah is tak-
ing part in ground-breaking research on child-
hood obesity and how to best prevent child-
hood diseases through healthy eating, more
exercising and overall changes in lifestyle hab-
its. She has testified before the Senate, and
her work has been reviewed by the White
House. As a mother of three and a former
Olympic athlete, Dr. Messiah understands the
need for ensuring that children lead a healthy
lifestyle starting at a young age. One of her
daughters is even a participant in an aware-
ness campaign throughout Washington, DC,
calling for healthier eating habits and foods for
children.

| commend Dr. Messiah for her commitment
and dedication to the wellbeing of our commu-
nity’s children and thank her for the work she
continues to do each day, as a mother and as
a professional. As we celebrate Women’s His-
tory Month, | ask that you join me in congratu-
lating Dr. Messiah for her accomplishments in
medicine and her commitment to excellence.

———
INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO RE-
QUIRE INDEXATION OF DE-
FERRED ANNUITIES FOR DE-

PARTING EMPLOYEES
HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to introduce a bill to require index-
ation of deferred annuities for departing fed-
eral employees.

Federal employees who leave the U.S. Gov-
ernment before age 62 must either defer their
retirement annuity until they turn 62, or imme-
diately withdraw the amount they have contrib-
uted to the Civil Service Retirement and Dis-
ability Fund (CSRDF) for retirement. The
amount of their annuity is not indexed for infla-
tion, so younger employees have little incen-
tive to opt for a deferred annuity that will lose
real value over time.

Paradoxically, changing the law to index de-
ferred annuities would reduce the federal
budget deficit for the first several years fol-
lowing enactment, as many more federal em-
ployees opt for a deferred annuity and outlays
from the Treasury to pay departing employees
an immediate lump sum decrease significantly.

The long-term effect on the budget is likely
to be neutral. Outlays for annuities to retirees

several years in the future will increase, but
because employees’ contributions to the
CSRDF must, by law, be invested in U.S.
Treasury bonds, the interest will offset future
increased outlays.

At a time when the Federal Government is
facing the challenge of an aging workforce
and federal employees are paid 26 percent
less than their counterparts in the private sec-
tor, the excellent benefits package the Federal
Government offers is a key recruiting tool. In-
dexing federal employees’ deferred annuities
will improve that package, and at the same
time reduce the deficit in the short term.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE COLUMBUS
CHAPTER OF THE MOLES ON ITS
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Columbus Chapter of the MOLES
on its 50th Anniversary. The MOLES, an acro-
nym for Maturity, Optimism, Loyalty, Enthu-
siasm, and Sparkle, is a social organization
consisting of nearly 1,000 women in 30 chap-
ters across the United States.

The MOLES was chartered in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, in 1950. Although the original purpose of
the group was to foster fun, pleasure and fel-
lowship, the members soon realized that some
in their respective communities needed a help-
ing hand. Chapters across the country have
contributed to the health and physical needs
of the less fortunate, provided scholarships,
assisted the aged, blind and underprivileged,
and encouraged racial equality in their com-
munities. In 1960, fourteen women dedicated
to the ideals and goals of the MOLES organi-
zation formed the Columbus Chapter. This sis-
terhood of joyful and compassionate women
has remained a steadfast component in Frank-
lin County.

On February 27, 2010, the Columbus Chap-
ter of the MOLES celebrated its 50th year of
fellowship and service to others. In attendance
that night was Eleanor DelLoache, one of the
original members of the Columbus chapter.
The Columbus MOLES has been an exem-
plary social and service organization for 50
years, and | am proud to offer them my con-
gratulations and wish them the best of luck in
their future endeavors.

HANNA BOYS CENTER
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 25, 2010

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today along with my colleague,
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